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Time: 7 PM (Followed by 8:30 Screenings of Ruth & Lone Samaritan) 
 

Where: Di Pescara Restaurant in Northbrook Court 
 

What: Dessert/Lecture/Discussion (Followed by 8:30 Screenings) 
 

JUF News Arts & Culture critic Jan Lisa Huttner describes some of the wonderful films 
she‟s seen courtesy of the Chicago Festival of Israeli Cinema in the past five years. 

 

When we talk about Zionism as “the ingathering of exiles,” how much do we really know 
about all these “exiles”—who are they, where have they come from, and what 
challenges they have faced after making aliyah?  Recent Israeli films provide fascinating 
insights into the multi-cultural, multi-denominational, multi-ethnic, multi-gender, multi-
racial stew set to a roiling boil in the contemporary Israeli melting pot.  Come learn more 
about what‟s in this year‟s Festival… and what‟s already available on DVD! 

 

 

Tziviah Bat Yisroel v’ Hudah (Jan Lisa Huttner) writes the monthly “Tzivi’s 
Spotlight” columns in Chicago’s JUF News.  A member of Hadassah’s Agam 
chapter, she also serves on the Board of the Chicago YIVO Society.  
Nationally/Internationally, she belongs to the American Jewish Press 
Association (AJPA) and the Jewish Theatre Association (JTA) as well as 
numerous non-Jewish professional and women groups.  Jan and her 
husband Rich worship with Congregation KAM Isaiah Israel in Hyde Park. 

With filmmaker Adi Refaeli 
at the Israeli Embassy in DC 

(4/3/08). 
 

Funds raised at this event will used to support Hadassah’s Youth Aliyah program: 
 

http://www.chicago.hadassah.org 
  



CFIC 
Year 

Tzivi’s “Best of Fest” List 
with Films for Two “Haiku” 

DVD 
Availability? 

Amazon Netflix 

2006 

The Schwartz Dynasty 
 

Actress Miryam Zohar is spectacular as an Ashkenazi matriarch. A 
member of Israel‟s founding generation, she has silently watched her 
status erode with successive waves of new immigrants, until a 
troubled young Russian woman (Ania Bukstein) arrives & reawakens 
her fighting spirit. Beautifully-made family saga with perfect mix of 
comic & tragic elements. 

 

http://www.films42.com/columns/cfic-06.asp 

Yes Yes 

2007 

Dear Mr. Waldman 
 

The early '60s find the Waldman Family in Tel Aviv: both parents 
Holocaust survivors; both sons Israeli-born. Rami Heuberger is 
extraordinary as a loving father haunted by his first family & shamed 
by a wife who‟s determined to just move on. Warm, poignant, 
surprisingly humorous autobiographical portrait of Israel‟s first years 
of statehood. 

 

http://www.films42.com/columns/cfic-07.asp 

Yes Yes 

2008 

Strangers 
 

Star-crossed lovers meet at Berlin's World Cup games. She (Lubna 
Azabal) is Palestinian; he (Liron Levo) is Israeli; climax comes on the 
day of the Canna bombings (near the end of the „06 Lebanon War). 
Actors have terrific chemistry, & the drama has great resonance. 

 

http://www.films42.com/columns/cfic-08.asp 

No Yes 

2009 

Seven Minutes in Heaven 
 

“Galia” (Reymond Amsalem) survives a suicide bombing, then 
struggles to regain her memory & return to life. Twisted path to a 
convoluted conclusion, but film earns its ending by surrounding Galia 
with excellent visual effects and sound design trapping us inside her 
head & her point of view. 

 

http://www.films42.com/columns/cfic-09.asp 

No Yes 

2010 

Brothers 
 

Separated in childhood, Argentinian brothers “Dan” (Micha Selectar) 
& “Aaron” (Baruch Brener) have grown up on opposite ends of the 
earth, never knowing what became of the other. Shot on a shoe-
string, Brothers is an archetypical Israeli film, so well-acted and 
thematically riveting that, despite the primitive production values,       
I was literally on the edge of my seat for the last 30 minutes. 

 

http://secondcitytzivi.com/2010/10/22/5th-annual-cfic/ 

No Yes 

 

Note change in 2010 from FF2 website to my new Blog: 
 

www.SecondCityTzivi.com 


